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VAISSIN

LUTHERAN CHURCH
ZION’S MISSION STATEMENT
“To Proclaim the Joy of Salvation”

Fall/Winter Sunday Worship Schedule
8:30 am, 10:30 am and 7 pm
Worship Services with Holy Communion

Pastor Stephen Olson Pam Ladsten, Office Manager
218-283-9865 [office] 218-283-9865 [office]
218-290-6244 [mobile] 218-283-9866 [fax]

Joe Belanger, Music Director Angel Boe, Youth Coordinator
218-283-9865 [office] 218-283-9865 [office]

Jim Stavseth, Council President Church Email Address:
218-283-9865 [office] Zionluth@midconetwork.com

Church Web Address
www.zionluthintlfalls.org

Facebook Page
www.facebook.com — Zion Lutheran Church

Special Note...
Summer Worship Schedule

May 30 through September 5
9:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.

JuLy/AuGusT 2010 NEWSLETTER
Volume 33 — Issue #7 & 8

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE...

The Newsletters are now available on our web site:
www.zionluthintlfalls.org
The current month and next month’s calendars are available as well.
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‘Seeking God’
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see thee in hungry and feed
thee, or thirsty and give thee drink? And when did we see thee a stranger and
welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee? And when did we see thee sick and in
prison and visit thee?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did
it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me . ..” ” [Mt.25.37-40 RSV]

et " Once upon a time in England, after all the dragons had been slain and all the

beautiful maidens had been rescued, King Arthur decided to send his knights out into

the world on a holy quest. The old legends told how Joseph of Arimathea had brought the Holy Grail,

the cup used by Jesus in the Last Supper, to Britain and hid it so that it would be kept safe from the

unbelievers. But in the passage of years, it had become lost. King Arthur sent his knights to find the
Holy Grail —the treasured heirloom for the Church.

The Knights of the Round Table were eager to undertake this quest. Surely, they reasoned, anyone
who recovered the Holy Grail would see the Savior and be granted eternal life. They hurriedly set out
in all directions to find the Lord’s missing cup. Sir Launfal, a young and brash knight, was especially
impatient to leave. As he left Camelot in haste on his mighty warhorse, he nearly trampled an old
beggar dressed in threadbare clothes. ‘Get out of my way old man, | have important work to do,” he
said as he rode from the castle.

The years passed and neither Sir Launfal nor any of Arthur’s knights found the Holy Grail. Twenty
years later, an older and wiser Sir Launfal returned to Camelot. But he was no longer the young
knight who left on the Quest. He was old and broken now, his wounds had never healed. His war
horse had been replaced by a small donkey and his armor, by the coarse clothing of a peasant. When
Sir Launfal came to the city gate, he rubbed his eyes. Much to his amazement, he saw the same
beggar he had encountered when his quest had become. But this time he stopped and offered the
old man a drink from his water skin and a crust of bread. And then the beggar was transformed
before his eyes. To his surprise, he stood before the Risen Christ, who held the crust of bread. And
Jesus said, ‘Well done good and faithful servant. Your quest is over. Truly, | say to you, as you did it to
one of the least of these my brethren, you did it tome . . .”

| like this story . . . Perhaps | will even use it in a sermon in the future. | like it because it deals with
something called the ‘Quest for God.” There have been countless pieces of devotional literature
written that try to answer the question, ‘How do I find God?’ | suspect that this is truly a sign of our
times. Never have | talked to so many people who seem to be looking for something to give their
lives meaning. Most have been successful; they are raising or have raised families, they seem
moderately happy in their professions, and they are generally optimistic about the future. | might add
that most of these people are nominal members of the Church. But nonetheless, they sense that
something is missing . . . that their lives are not ‘fulfilled.” They are looking for something that even
they cannot identify.



Quests for God are nothing new. | think that human beings have a ‘God-shaped’ hole that needs to be
filled. We often spend our lifetimes searching for something to fill us’” and make us whole. In the
history of the early church, the leaders (oftentimes called ‘The Church Fathers and Mothers’) spent
much time seeking what they called the ‘beatific vision” where they could encounter Jesus in ways
that would transcend mortal experience. One needs only to read their devotional literature to see
the sincerity of their search.

But in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus suggests another dimension to the story. To live in the Kingdom is to
serve the King; and in some ways, it is a strange sort of service. We are called to challenge what
everybody else calls reality. Our quest is to oppose the powers of evil in the world, to comfort the
children of God, and to share the love of Jesus. Like Sir Launfal, it is a quest that will consume us. The
good news of the Gospel is that God goes with us; he does not leave us on our own. We can love
others, because he has first loved us; we can forgive others, because he has already forgiven us; and
we can make others whole because he has already made us whole.

But a word of caution is in order. With no exception, faith always requires action. It cannot be
theoretical or monastic; but rather, it is tested and lived out in our world. The Holy Spirit calls us to
our neighbor . . . to the hungry family down the block . . . to the person sick with AIDS . . . to the
troubled . .. to the lonely ... and to the grieving of our world. If we open our eyes, | suspect that we
will have the same religious experience as older Sir Launfal who returns from his quest. We will find
Jesus among those in need whom God brings to us every day. We will find him only if we look into
their eyes. Then we will see Jesus . .. Then we will truly experience the Risen Christ . . . Then our
Quest will finally be complete.

In Christ, [T]

Pastor Steve



Zion Lutheran Church
Proposal for use of Legacies

In 2009, Zion Lutheran received legacies from the estates of Vivian Field, Harry Johnson, and Agnes
Mclntyre. The gift from the Johnson estate was designated for use in ‘building repair’ and ‘mortgage
reduction.” The Field and Mclntyre gifts were unrestricted. The Zion Lutheran Church council used
portions of the Johnson estate for boiler repair/maintenance and mortgage payments. A portion of
the Field and Mclntyre gifts were used to pay off Zion Lutheran’s line of credit and to fulfill mission
commitments at the end of 2009.
Zion Lutheran currently has a total of approximately $130,000 remaining from the three legacies. The
Church Council proposes that

e $35,000 be used to reduce the balance of the mortgage with Thrivent. The current balance

due is $94,000. The loan agreement allows Zion make a one time payment each year that will
re-amortize the loan with a new payment schedule. A onetime payment of $35,000 will
change Zion’s monthly loan payment from $726 to $457.

e $35,000 be set aside for residing the building in the summer of 2012. This money could be
secured in financial instruments that will guarantee a safe and consistent return until the
money is needed. The current cost to re-side the ‘new building’ is $65,000. Changes in labor
and material costs will increase this cost to at least $70,000 when the money is needed. It is
recommended that the congregation develop a funding program to meet this need in 2012.
Zion’s building needs to be re-sided. The power washing and re-staining of the siding two
summers ago has a ‘life’ of 3-5 years. On the north and south walls, the wood siding is rotting

and needs to be reworked.

e $35,000 be set up in a Zion Lutheran Mission Fund. The fund would protect the principle and
use the income generated for local or global mission. The Zion Lutheran Mission Fund will be
able to accept additional gifts from those who wish to designate special offering for mission.
The monies in the Zion Lutheran Mission Fund can only be used for other purposes with the
approval of the congregation.

e $25,000 [the remaining balance] be designated for building improvements.

Note: This proposal was endorsed for presentation to the congregation by the Zion Lutheran Church
Council at its meeting on June 21, 2010. As part of its endorsement, the Church Council has also
scheduled a special meeting of the congregation for Sunday, August 8, 2010 at 10:30 am. At this
time, the congregation will have the opportunity to endorse or modify this proposal.



PASTORAL MINISTRY

FUNERALS

Hazel Bloom

Rae Ann Baron

Albert “"Swede” Erickson
Hubert J. Brown

May 7, 2010
June 17, 2010
June 19, 2010
June 29, 2010

September Newsletter
Articles are due
on Friday, August 20, 2010

PRE-SCcHooL MiInT Day Camp

Zion will also be presenting a Pre-School Mini
Day Camp for those children 4 years and up
that have not attended kindergarten yet. Our
instructor is June Wilson.

What: Pre-school Mini Day Camp
(You must be at least 4
years old)

Where: Zion Lutheran Church

When: August 2nd though 6th
9a.mto 1l a.m.

Misc. Snack will be provided

Cost: Free

Vacarron BIBLE ScHooL/DAy CAMP

VBS/Day Camp will be held for all kindergarten
through 6th graders August 2nd through the
6th. The theme this year is "Keeping the
Earth". Staff from Camp Vermillion will
welcome students daily to learn and
experience what it means that Jesus and his
love is present in our lives. Students will learn
how to follow Jesus by being present with one
another and sharing his love with each other
as we continue our Faith Journey.

What: VBS/Day Camp
Where: Zion Lutheran Church
When: August 2 thru 5th. 9 a.m.

to 3 p.m. and August 6th
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Misc: Students should bring a
sack Lunch every
day except Friday.
Cost: $20.00 per Student

Registration forms can be picked up at the
church and will be mailed to Zion students. If
you have questions, please call Garner Wiley at
283-3521.

Prayer Chain A reminder for those who use Zion Lutheran prayer list — Please remember that
prayer concerns are confidential. Prayers for wholeness and healing are always in order.

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
WILL HAVE A SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 8, 2010
10:30 AmM
PURPOSE OF THE MEETING IS TO ENDORSE OR MODIFY
THE PROPOSAL FOR USE OF LEGACIES.




CouncIL MINUTES -- May 2010

Present — Mike Stanich, Garner Wiley, Jim Bischoff, Audra Smith, Teena Wilson, Leif Larsen, Bob
Peterson, Jim Stavseth, Pastor Stephen Olson, John Cann, Brooke Joslyn, Kris Helleloid, June Wilson
and Pam Ladsten as Recording Secretary.

Devotion-Pentecost by Pastor Steve.

Secretary’s Report — Minutes from the April 19, 2010 council meeting were reviewed. Motion was
made by Pastor Steve to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Leif. Motion carried
unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report — Bob presented the financial statements. The executive committee recommends
sending a letter to the congregation expressing the hope of increasing both attendance and giving.
Motion was made by Mike and seconded by John to send a letter. Motion carried unanimously.

Pastor’s Report
¢ Confirmation classes are finished for this school year. Creed and Cross projects are complete.
e Affirmation of Baptism [Confirmation] Sunday will be September 19.
e First Lutheran. First Lutheran has a candidate of choice and had a Meet & Greet on the
weekend.
e Important dates: May 23 will be Graduation Sunday and May 30 will be the beginning of the
Summer Worship Schedule.

Old Business - Food Policy Committee Report

e Committee Members: Mike Stanich, Jim Bischoff, Bob Peterson, Leif Larsen [chair], Kris
Helleloid, Donna Barg & Sue Olson.

e The chair of the committee reported that there are two concerns before the committee: how
food is handled and prepared foods brought into the church for gatherings. There are also
liability concerns should those eating get ill.

Sue Olson is willing to help the committee draft safe food handling policies for kitchen.

Chair of committee asked for council’s guidance on foods brought into the church.

Motion was made by Bob to empower the committee to write a safe food handling policy
which would include both concerns for funerals served by the church.

e After additional discussion, Bob amended his motion to require that food be purchased
commercially and then assembled in Zion’s kitchen, as suggested by several other council
members. It was understood that Zion’s funeral coordinator will continue to call members for
preparation, serving, and bring in desserts [bars, cakes, etc]. Garner seconded and motion
carried unanimously.

e The Food Committee will continue its work drafting the policy for funerals. A copy of the food
policy from St. Thomas will be presented as reference material.

Referrals from Executive Committee — There are no referrals at this time. Pastor Steve is researching
materials and plans for Stewardship. He will bring a proposal to the next meeting. He also
commends the Evangelism Committee for the ways they are implementing the Time & Talent Sheets.



Committee Reports
e Evangelism — they invite the 100th Anniversary Ad Hoc Committee to their meeting on Monday
August 2 at 7:00 pm. Discussion of congregational picnic planned my all council committees.
e Education — the blankets are made for our graduating seniors. Survey information will be
presented to Committee and council in June.
John made a motion to accept the committee reports. Leif seconded and motion carried unanimously.

New Business
e Possible summer gathering for council.
e Next council meeting will be Monday, June 14 — 6:00 pm Executive Committee and 7:00 pm
Council.
Pastor Steve made a motion to adjourn, Mike seconded and motion carried unanimously. The
meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by,
Pam Ladsten, Recording Secretary

MEMORIALS, DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS
(from 4/23/10 — 6/22/10)

Memorials for Jack Sether $25

Zion Chimes $100
Given in memory of Al Renollet.

Quilters $10
Given in memory of Al Renollet.

Recycled cans $130.76
Received May 11, 2010.

Camperships $400
Received as a donation from the ZLCW — May 10, 2010.

Chancel Choir $30
Given in memory of Joy Glines and Al Renollet.

Food Shelf $525
Given as a donations.

NOTE — To ensure security of church offerings, donations, and proceeds from
church events, Zion has purchased a drop safe located in the volunteer office.

We ask that no cash or checks be left unsecured in the church office. Please
place money in the envelopes provided on the safe and identify the source of
the money and its purpose. Thank you for your cooperation.
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DEDICATED FUNDS
Zion Lutheran Church has several dedicated funds. These are funds that you can support with your
gifts of memorials and/or honorariums.

Altar/Chancel Furnishings/Paraments ELCA Hunger
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry Social Concerns
ZLCW Handbell Choir
Roses for Babies Bldg Improvements
Youth Camperships

ELCA Disaster Falls Food Shelf
Quilters Sr Choir
Organ/Piano Fund Loan Reserve

VBS Confirmation

Education (includes Sunday School/Library/Nursery)
Wall-Mounted Photo Album

ZLCW NEws AND NOTES --
July/August 2010

As I write this, it is the middle of June and the first day of summer has not yet arrived. The days and
months pass quickly, however, we do need to plan ahead. Mark Tuesday, August 3 on your
calendar. This is the day for our ZLCW Gathering and Bible Study. We will meet at 10:00 am at the
home of Candace Bischoff, 2205 W. Gold Shores Road. Anyone needing a ride or for carpooling, meet
at the church at 9:30 am. Directions to the residence will be available also. Our 2010 LWT Summer
Bible Study is entitled, “Pray Always”, written by the Rev. Gladys Moore. This study will be led by
Audrey Forrest. The sessions are entitled, “Persistence”; Waiting with Patience and Hope”; and
“Power”. You are encouraged to come and bring a friend with you. Note: please come dressed as if
you were going fishing for the day. A prize is on the line. Again, mark Tuesday, August 3 on your
calendar.

~n~rCircle Bible Studies~~~
Our 2010-2011 Bible Study which begins in September is entitles “The People of God: Unity in the
Midst of Diversity”. This study looks at what unites us and defines us as people of faith. Because
Labor Day falls on the first Monday, Tabitha Circle will meet on Monday, August 30, 5:00 pm at the
home of hostess Donna Barg, 3942 Highway 11 W. Audrey Forrest will lead the Bible Study. Other
circles will be meeting in September as scheduled.

~~rvMission Projects~
The need for quilts, layettes, health kits, school kits, etc. is never ending. If you crochet or knit, we
have a need for baby sweaters. Also, we have material that is ready to be sewn together for quilt
tops or backs. If you have a rainy day with nothing to do, your help in this area would be
appreciated. Call me at 283-2401 and I will see that you get material.



~n~rRecipe Corner~
Here's a quick and easy recipe to use up some of your rhubarb.
Rhubarb Crunch
4 cups diced rhubarb
1 cup miniature marshmallows
1 (3 0z) box strawberry jello
1 Va cups sugar
2 cup soft margarine
1 box yellow cake mix
1 cup water
Combine rhubarb, marshmallows, jello & sugar. Put into a lightly greased 9 X 13 pan. Combine
margarine and dry cake mix. Sprinkle over rhubarb mixture. Pour 1 cup water over all. Bake at 350
for one hour.

~r~vrvChuckles~y v
A police officer sees a car weaving back and forth down the highway and he takes off after it. As he
pulls up alongside, he sees the driver is a little old lady who's knitting as she drives. He can't believe
it and he yells at her, “Pull over, pull over.” The lady yells back, “No, it's a scarf”.

Sign in @ meat market window: “Your friendly used cow dealer”

Food for Thought...
It is not enough to own a Bible,
we must believe it.
It is not enough to believe it,
we must pray and live it.

Have a wonderful summer and 4™ of July!
Until next time...
Donna

WELCOME TO SUMMER!

Your recycling team just picked up eleven boxes of large printer cartridges to be sent to our recycling
partner, Funding Factory. Even though we may not receive credit for each and every one of these
cartridges due to being damaged, etc., we expect to realize a dollar value for most of them.

Having said this, we will be receiving a check in the amount of $49.87 which will bring our grand total
to $1,243.39 since we first began this effort!

Again, thank you for your continued support in this recycling program during the summer, as we
preserve God’s creation, one printer cartridge/cell phone at a time.
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HEALTH KITS
FOR
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

After the earthquake in Haiti, Lutheran World Relief (LWR) responded by sending quilts and health
kits. During times of emergency, quilts provide warmth, comfort and even shelter. And when the
difference between good health and disease is a bar of soap, a health kit is truly life-saving. Their
shipments to Haiti depleted their stock of health kits and there is an urgent need for more. The

Evangelism Committee will be collecting the following items for the Health Kits during the months
of June and July:

O OO0 O0Oo

(0]

One hand towel, dark color recommended

One washcloth, dark color recommended

One bath-size bar (4-5 o0z.) of soap, any brand, in original wrapping

One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging

One sturdy comb, remove packaging

One metal nail file or nail clippers with file attached, remove packaging (do not substitute
cardboard emery boards for the file)

Six bandages (any brand), preferably V2" to 347 secure together with a rubber band.

All items should be new and in good condition. A basket will be in the concourse for collection of
these items.

Please help support this life-saving ministry.
The Zion Congregation can make a difference!
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Students/Military Addresses

If any of these addresses have changed, please call the church office:

Shawn Stanich Vicky Bass

8301 Grand Ave CSS Box 0161, 1200 Kenwood Ave
Duluth, MN 55807 Duluth, MN 55811

Erik Moe Orie House

2398 30" Ave S #426 1701 Birchmont Dr NE, Birch #116
Grand Forks, ND 58201 Bemidji, MN 56601

Denae Fisher Sarah Anderson

953 Wood Rd #212 525 Kenwood Ave #102

Kenosha, WI 53144 Duluth, MN 55811

Katie Anderson Betsy Anderson

1701 Birchmont Drive NE 5600 Camerata Way. #336

Birch Hall, #321 St. Louis Park, MN 55416

Bemidji, MN 56601

Nicole Soboleski Derek Fisher

1674 Sigmond Road 404 East 38™ Street

Roanoke, VA 24017 Erie, PA 16504

Drew Fisher

1615 Birch Lane NE
Bemidji, MN 56601

Please call the church office with addresses of family members or friends who are away at
college or in the military.

CounciIL HIGHLIGHTS
JunE 21, 2010

e Approved proposal for use of legacies for presentation to congregation. (see inside)
e Set congregational meeting for August 8, 2010 at 10:30 am.
e Food policy to be implemented by September 1, 2010.
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