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BAPTISM: THE GIFT OF HOPE
“Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of
life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his.” [Romans 6.4-6 NRSV]

During my first two years in seminary, we spoke often of baptism. We studied its
Scriptural foundations in the New Testament, its practice in the early church, its role
in Luther's theology, and its implications for the believer. The courses were valuable
to me from an academic standpoint. When finished, I could say with assurance that |
‘knew all about baptism.” Yet it was not until my internship year that the Holy Spirit
started to unwrap this precious gift of God for me.

My internship site was unique. The Balfour-Butte Lutheran Parish of Butte, North Dakota was very small
(approximately forty active members) and could not afford to call a full-time pastor to serve both churches. So
instead, they contracted with Luther-Northwestern Seminary in St. Paul to send them a new intern pastor each year.
The intern was to preach every Sunday, administer the Sacraments monthly, visit the sick, and meet weekly with a
supervising pastor who lived twenty-eight miles away. It was my good fortune to be assigned to the Balfour-Butte
Parish from September 1979 to August 1980. | was fortunate because it was there that | encountered my baptism
for what it was: a gift of hope from God.

Four months had passed and | was beginning to think that | might get through the year without any funerals. But
early one evening in December, the call came. The president of the Balfour congregation called to tell me that
Mamie had died and that | should go over and see her husband, Roy. All | can remember about that sixteen mile
drive was that it was bitterly cold outside and that the newly fallen snow was heavy on the ground. Only the yard
lights in the country pierced the darkness.

Mamie and Roy lived in a small grove just outside of Balfour. The old house stood amidst the oak and maple trees
that had long-since lost their leaves. The hedge that surrounded the house was brown. It felt as it death was all
around me. They had been married for over 65 years. Roy was in a wheel chair and had difficulty breathing. And
now, with Mamie's death, he would certainly have to go a nursing home. There was no one else left in their family
to care for him.

The two hours | spent with Roy were the longest two hours of my life. On that cold December night, | discovered
that | had no answers. Mamie's death and Roy's hopelessness took my well-ordered theories and knocked them
into a cocked hat. After listening to Roy tell me about Mamie and their life together, we both wept for all that had
been lost.

As | prepared for my first funeral, | found the above words from St.Paul's letter to the Romans at the beginning of
the funeral liturgy . . . Words that brought a glimmer of hope to me . .. Words that pointed to the heart of our
Christian faith. When all is lost . . . when there is no else to turn to, we have the promise of God that was made at
the time of our baptism. In baptism, we are linked irrevocably to Jesus. As Jesus died, so shall we; but as he was
resurrected, so shall we be also. Our hope in the face of the ever-present death that surrounds us is the resurrection
of Jesus...aresurrection that is ours in faith through baptism.

The promise of baptism for Mamie, for Roy, and for all believers, is that God has graciously made a covenant with us,
sealed with the death and resurrection of his Beloved Son, that we are his children forever . . . death
notwithstanding. As a Father loves his children, so God also loves us. As Paul reminds the Roman congregation, ‘I
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor, rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” [8.38 NRSV] Thanks be to
God!

In Christ [1],

Pastor Steve



MEMORIALS, DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS
(from 12/27/11 — 1/24/12)

Zion Chimes - $10 in memory of Ray Hart.

Sunday School - $15 in memory of Jennifer Roberts.

Quilters - $25 in memory of Bunny Spears & Punk Wento.
Roses for Babies - $10 in memory of Jennifer Roberts.

Zion Lutheran Church has several dedicated funds. These are funds that you can support with your
gifts of memorials and/or honorariums.

Altar/Chancel Furnishings/Paraments ELCA Hunger
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry Social Concerns
ZLCW Handbell Choir
Roses for Babies Bldg Improvements
Youth ELCA Disaster

Falls Food Shelf Quilters

Chancel Choir Organ/Piano Fund
Loan Reserve VBS/Bible Camp
Confirmation Education

Wall-Mounted Photo Album

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
Everyone is welcome to attend the Bible studies conducted by Pastor Steve
every Wednesday at noon.

SIMPLY GIVING
Zion Lutheran Church relies on the financial support of the congregation and electronic giving offers an easy
way to give on a recurring basis. Please contact the church office for details, 283-9865. Thank you!

PRAYER CHAIN
A reminder for those who use Zion Lutheran prayer list — please remember that prayer concerns are
confidential. Prayers for wholeness and healing are always in order.

PLEASE NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR...
MARCH NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE

MonDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2012,

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE [283.9865] WHEN...
A member of your family is admitted to the hospital so visits can be made.
Your committee or group plans to have a meeting, or cancel a meeting — it can then be put on the
church calendar and/or in the bulletin.
You are planning to move either out of town or locally.
A child arrives in your family.
You want to schedule a baptism.
A death occurs in your family.
You want to schedule a wedding.
Your child is grown and is in college or has moved away and they want to receive mailings from our
church — call with their address.
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EVANGELISM COMMITTEE UPDATES
The Evangelism Committee will be hosting the coffee hour following the service on February 12, 2012. They
will again be selling Fair Trade coffee and chocolates to raise funds for World Hunger and Zion’s Special
Missions. As a result of a donation, they will also have a drawing for $50.00. The winner must be present at
the time of the drawing.

Zion Lutheran has received a donation of a digital camera. The purpose of the donation was to assist the
members of our congregation in recording events with pictures. The camera is in the church office and is
available for use by contacting Pam at 283-9865.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY INFORMATION
A second sitting for portraits will be held on March 1, 2, & 3. Appointments can be made on February 5, 12 &
19. Also if you have any pictures to turn in, now is the time to do it. Please mark them with your name and
the date the picture was taken. Again, the second and final sitting for portraits will be on Thursday - Saturday,
March 1-3.

100T1H ANNIVERSARY NOTES
When we first started discussing this event, it seemed so far off. We are now down to 6 months. Plans for our
celebration are progressing but we are still in need of any photos or historical information you can share with
us. Please call Helen Williams (285-7377) or Donna Barg (283-2401) with any mementos. Your help is
appreciated.



ZLCW News AND NOTES - FEBRUARY 2012
The title of our Bible study session for February is “Tough Questions”. In the session, Jesus’ public ministry is
coming to an end and we will be focusing more on his suffering in Jerusalem. Our theme verse is Mark 10:49,
“Take heart, get up, he is calling you.”

Circles meet as follows:

Wednesday February 1 1:30 pm Martha Circle
Study Leader Group Study
Hostess Candace Bischoff

Thursday February 2 5:00 pm Altar Circle

Dinner at the Chocolate Moose followed by study at the home of Lilly Ann Braford,
1410 - 11" Street.

Monday February 6 1:30 pm Tabitha Circle
Study Leader Nora Tweeter
Hostess Darlyss Samuelson

Tuesday February 7 1:30 pm Sarah Circle
Study Leader Group Study

Hannah Circle - members are encouraged to attend any of the above circles.

~r~rStewardship Gatherings~~n~
Mark February 13, 14, 20, and 21 on your calendar. Help is needed as we work on our Stewardship Projects.
Hours are from 9:00 am — 3:00 pm but come for as long as you can. Good, clean sheets or new materials to
be made into quilts is always welcome. We also need diapers and receiving blankets for our baby care kits.

~n~rFebruary Fellowship Gathering~~~
“A Life-Changing Trip to Uganda” will be the title of our program on Saturday, February 24, slated for 1:30
pm. All ZLCWomen are encouraged to attend and bring a friend to hear Tina Meyer relate her experiences on
her mission trip to this country. Mark your calendars with this date. Don’t miss it!!

~~rRecipe Corner~rn
This month, Pam Ladsten is sharing with us one of her mom’s recipes for Wild Rice Hotdish. (Thanks Pam!)

WILD RICE HOTDISH
1# ground beef
1# pork links
1 medium onion, chopped
1 cup diced celery
Brown in skillet and drain excess fat.

Mix together in bowl:

1 can bean sprouts — do not drain

1 cup rice - 1/2 cup white rice and 1/2 cup wild rice

1 can chicken rice soup

1 can cream of mushroom soup

1 TBLS molasses

1 TBLS soy sauce

Mix in beef & pork mixture and put in greased casserole.
Bake at 350 for 1 1/2 to 2 hours.



~r~rvChuckles~
Children were lined up in the cafeteria of a catholic school for lunch. At the head of the table was a large pile
of applies. The nun made a note: “Take only one, God is watching.” Moving through the line, at the other end
of the table, was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies. A boy wrote a note which read: “Take all you want.
God is watching the apples.”

Winter blah’s got you down! Here’s a few things you can do ‘just for fun’ to perk you up.
v" When the money comes out the ATM, scream, “I won! I won! Third time this week!”
v Specify that your drive-through order is ‘to go’.
v" Reply to everything someone says with ‘that’s what you think’.
v' Every time someone asks you to do something, ask if they want fries with that.
v Glue some quarters to the floor and watch people try to pick them up.
Having fun yet? Keep smiling!!

Food for Thought...
God gives us all the ingredients for our daily bread,
but he expects us to bake it.

Until next month...
Donna



APPLYING BIBLE PRINCIPLES
STEWARDSHIP NOTE

One of the most striking accusations the Lord Jesus made when He was on earth
was to label someone a hypocrite. Time and time again, He criticized the
Pharisees and others for their hypocrisy. They said one thing but did something
entirely different. They fit the description used by Zig Ziglar who said, “A
hypocrite is one who is not himself on Sunday.”

That’s perhaps what the Apostle Paul had in mind when he wrote to Timothy:
“And whoever does not provide for relatives, and especially for family members,
has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” In other words, to give
credence to Christianity, to give lip service to following Christ and to trusting in
Him as Savior and Lord, and then to fail to provide for our own family, is
hypocrisy. To do so, in reality, is to deny our faith and to be considered as
someone who has no faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and no interest in spiritual
matters.

It seems like such a small thing — relatively speaking (pun intended) — that Paul
is exhorting Timothy to do. Provide for your own household, your own relatives.
Take care of those under your care. Minister to those closest to you as a
demonstration of your Christian faith.

Yes, we are to give to His ministry here at Zion Lutheran Church. Yes, we are to
be involved in ministering to others “on our own” and as part of the outreach of
this church. But we are also to provide for our own families. We are also to
minister to them and to care for them, for by doing so, we demonstrate the
practical reality of our Christian faith. We thereby avoid the label of hypocrite
since what we say is what we do.

How'’s the balance in your life? Are you providing for the needs of this ministry
and those of your household? As a result, do others (especially your family) see
Jesus in you?



STUDENTS/MILITARY ADDRESSES

If any of these addresses have changed, please call the church office:

Shawn Stanich
8301 Grand Ave
Duluth, MN 55807

Vicky Bass
625 Erie Street S.E.
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Orie House
633 Patriot Dr NW #12
Bemidji, MN 56601

Drew Fisher
1615 Birch Lane NE
Bemidji, MN 56601

Dean Lindstrom

551 W. Cordova Road
Mail Call TASOK
Santa Fe, NM 87505

Judd Leinum
815 — 13" Ave SE #113
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Joshua Leinum
1004 - 10" Ave So.
St. Cloud, MN 56301

Jake Jensen
N. Men’s Hall, Mail Box N223
Bismarck, ND 58504

Please call the church office with addresses of family members or friends who are away at

college or in the military.

Pastor Rev Stephen E Olson
[Cell 218-290-6244]

Office Manager Pam Ladlsten

Music Coordinator Joe Belanger

Church Telephone/Fax 218-283-9865/9866

Church Web Page

www.zionluthintifalls.org
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